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who live down in the valley, and a gang of fire fighters at once starts to
put out the blaze.
f
Why Civilization Is More Backward among Mountains Than in
Plains
(1)	Scarcity of Good Artisans.   A progressive community must con-
tain not only farmers, lumbermen, and laborers, but also skillful artisans,
manufacturers, and professional people.    Among the mountains such
people find it difficult to make a living.   In the plains a carpenter, for
example, usually does nothing but carpentry, and hence is highly skilled.
Among the mountains, however, there are few people, and they are very
scattered.   The steepness of the slopes, the cool climate, and the scarcity
of good soil keep them poor.   Hence little money is spent for new houses
or improvements, and the carpenter can find work only a small part of
the time.   If he is really skillful and ambitious., the chances are that he
will move away to the lowlands where there is plenty of work.   If he is
less skillful or has little energy, he stays in the mountains and perhaps
devotes part of his time to running a farm.   Thus he excels neither as
farmer nor as carpenter.  Since he is not a particularly good workman and
his neighbors have little money, they employ him only a few days when
they are building a house or barn, and do most of the work themselves.
This teaches the mountaineers to try all sorts of work, but it results in
many poor cabins and shacks.
Blacksmiths, masons, mechanics, plumbers, and other artisans find it
still harder to get work among the mountains, and hence are scarcer
than carpenters. Therefore the mountaineer has to do almost everything
for himself. This makes him versatile and adaptable, but because he
must do so many things he rarely learns to do any of them unusually
well—"Ja°k of all trades and master of none." Nor is he likely to work
at any one thing so long and skillfully that he invents new ways of doing
it. Doing things with new tools and unusually well—better than ever
before—is one of the greatest causes of progress.
(2)	Enforced Idleness.   During the winter when there is little farm
work, the mountaineers are often idle.   The period when cold weather
prevents outdoor work is longer in the mountains than in the lowlands.
Moreover, at such times the lowlander can often find work not far away
in factories, but this is difficult for the mountaineer.   He must stay at
home to take care of the animals, clear the snow, break out the roads,
get firewood, and the like.  If he were surrounded by neighbors as closely
as is the farmer in the rich lowland it would be much easier to hire a
neighbor to help with the chores while he himself goes away and earns
money elsewhere.   Sometimes this is possible, but if the nearest neighbor

